
                                                     

        

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) will be conducting a public 

informational meeting regarding Piping Plover and Least Tern management activities planned for 

the 2014 nesting season at Popham Beach State Park.  This meeting will be held at the Totman 

Library in Phippsburg on Saturday, March 15th at 11:00 am.  

Piping Plovers and Least Terns are two species listed as Endangered under the Maine Endangered 

Species Act.  Habitat loss, a lack of undisturbed nest sites, and predation are three primary factors 

that jeopardize populations of plovers and terns.  MDIFW is mandated under the Maine Endangered 

Species Act to protect, maintain, and enhance species designated as Endangered or Threatened. 

In 2013, 44 pairs of Piping Plovers nested on Maine beaches.  Popham Beach supports 20% of 

Maine’s nesting population of Piping Plovers.  Least Terns nest at only 4 sites in Maine, including 

Popham Beach.  In 2013, Popham Beach had three nesting pairs and flocks of over 20 least terns 

loafing on the sand bar island.  

Last summer at Popham Beach State Park, seven pairs of Piping Plovers made 18 nesting attempts 

on the sand bar island adjacent to the Morse River.  In total, 8 nests failed due to predation by Red 

Fox and 8 nests were destroyed by tides and heavy rain events.  It is important to note that heavy 

fox predation in the grassy area above the high tide line pushed the plovers down lower on the 

beach, where many renests were washed by subsequent extreme high tides.  To prevent predation 

wire exclosures with electric fence surrounding each exclosure were erected by biologists to protect 

each nest, unfortunately the biologists were out-foxed.  Renesting by all seven pairs produced only 

seven fledglings from two nests.   

It is the policy of MDIFW and Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands to use non-lethal control as the first 

means to control predation.  Unfortunately, in this case, nonlethal methods were implemented but 

were not successful in preventing fox predation.   

In 2014, MDIFW will implement lethal removal of foxes from the Piping Plover and Least Tern 

nesting areas at Popham Beach State Park to protect nesting Piping Plovers and Least Terns.  All 

lethal methods employed are quick and humane.  USDA Wildlife Services will administer predator 

control activities at Popham Beach State Park to protect nesting Piping Plovers and Least Terns.   

Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands is supportive of these efforts.  

 



Please join us on March 15th to learn more about Maine’s Piping Plovers and Least Terns and our 

efforts to protect and sustain these Endangered Species. 

  

For more information please contact: 

Lindsay Tudor      Charlie Todd 
Wildlife Biologist      Endanger Species Coordinator 
Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife  Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife  
207 941-4479      207 941-4468     
Lindsay.tudor@maine.gov    Charlie.todd@maine.gov 
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